ANNUAL COLLOQUIUM 2015

Energy efficiency in the UK private rented sector: government policy and landlords’ practices.
Zareen Sethna 1st Year PhD Student

SUMMARY

Supervisors: Dr. Lai Fong Chiu & Dr. Ian Hamilton

This sequential mixed methods study will analyse the impact of government policies on the uptake of energy efficiency measures in private rented dwellings in the UK in order to identify trends and
barriers to uptake. The research will take a socio-technical approach and draw on previous work undertaken within UCL’s Centre for Energy Epidemiology (CEE). A quantitative analysis will inform
a second, qualitative research stage, in which private rental sector actors will be interviewed in order to gain a deeper understanding of the interactions between policy, actors’ practices and uptake
of energy efficiency measures. The findings will inform an analysis of current and forthcoming policy and make recommendations for future policy.

CONTEXT

29% of UK energy
consumption comes
from homes 1

SPLIT

CHALLENGES

87% of existing
homes will still be
in use in 2050 2

INCENTIVE

There is little financial incentive for either landlord or
tenant to invest in energy efficiency measures 5,6.

RESEARCH
DESIGN

PRS is now the
second largest
tenure in the UK 3

1/3 of PRS have
Energy Efficiency
Rating E or below 4

1.4 million landlords
The proportion of flats in the PRS is 4 times greater than
in owner occupied dwellings 3, the retrofit of flats is often
more challenging due to common property issues 7.

Phase 1: Quantitative secondary data analysis
Research
Questions

nd
2

Private rented sector
(PRS) has doubled in
size since 1990 3

1. What do trends in the rate of uptake of energy efficiency
measures in the private rental sector tell us about barriers to
uptake within the sector?

Landlords are a large, diverse and fragmented
population making them challenging for policy
makers to reach 6,7.

Phase 2: Qualitative data collection & analysis
Research
Questions

1. How do private sector practices influence the uptake of energy
efficiency measures?
2. How does government policy relate to actors’ practices?

2. What impact did government policy between 1998 and 2012
have on the uptake of energy efficiency measures in private
rented dwellings in the UK?

Data
Sources

REFERENCES

Home Energy Efficiency Database (HEED)
English Housing Survey (EHS)

3. How does the qualitative data explain the impact of government
policy as found in phase 1?

Data
Collection

Focus groups & in-depth interviews with PRS actors such
as landlords, tenants, housing officers and estate agents.
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